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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed on 07/01/05 has been received and 
considered. The search report from PCT/NL2004/000001 has also been 
received and considered. It is noted that documents to Kabo Plasticlndustri AB, 
patent AU 33764 71 A and by Mill, patent GB 678 883 A were not provided and 
not included on the 07/01/05 IDS and therefore have not been considered. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
appropriate section headings are omitted. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections (Minor Informalities in Claims) 

3. Claims 1-15 objected to because of the following informalities. 
In Reference to Claim 1-15 

Claims 1-15 are objected. In each of the claims, an article ("a" or "the") should 
start the sentence. 
In Reference to Claim 1 

The word "producing" is used in place of -protruding-. Also, the claim should 
read -a free end- instead of "the free end"; otherwise, the claim term would lack 
antecedent basis. (This occurs twice in the claim.) 
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In Reference to Claim 5 

The claim is objected to because "the end limit" and "the second edge" 
lack antecedent basis. 
In Reference to Claim 8, 9, and 1 1 

In line 3 or in line 2, "the annular part" lacks antecedent basis. 
In Reference to Claim 12 

In line 1, "said point" lacks antecedent basis. Appears claim should 
depend on claim 1 1 . 
In Reference to Claim 14 

The claim is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim should refer to the preceding in alternative 
only. Claim 14 refers to any one of the preceding claims and in combination with 
claim 5. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, claim 14 has not been further 
treated on the merits. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 
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5. Claims 1, 2, 5-10, 13, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent 2,743,844 to Livingstone (Livingstone). Livingstone 
teaches: 

In Reference to Claim 1 

Pourer (Fig. 23) comprising a sleeve-shaped elongated body constructed 
at one end (lower end) for clamping introduction into the pouring facility of a 
container (192) and constructed at the other end (upper end) as a collector (200) 
for liquid droplets (col. 1, lines 19-21), wherein a pouring section (190) is 
arranged in the other end, the free end (198) of the pouring section in the pouring 
position producing further than the free end (above bead 200) of the collector, 
wherein a collection channel (196) is delimited between the collector and the 
pouring section (190), the collection channel having a transverse section (See 
dashed line.) extending transversely with respect to the longitudinal axis (vertical 
center line through pourer) of the elongated body and merging into a longitudinal 
section (at sidewalls of slot; see col. 3, lines 65-68) on either side, characterized 
in that the longitudinal section of the collection channel opens into the sleeve- 
shaped body. (See analogous description with respect to Fig. 2 in col. 3, line 24 
to col. 4, line 7) 

In Reference to Claim 2 

The pourer of claim 1 (See rejection of claim 1 above) is made of a single 
material part (for example, plastic, see column 2, lines 2-3). 
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In Reference to Claim 5 

In the pourer of claim 2 (See rejection of claim 2 above), wherein the end 
limit of the second edge is at a positive angle with respect to the longitudinal axis 
of the pourer. (198, see Fig. 23) 
In Reference to Claim 6 

The pourer of claim 1 (See rejection of claim 1 above), wherein the other 
end of the tubular body has an annular part (pouring section 190) provided with a 
split (slot in spout 190) extending longitudinal direction of the body over the entire 
length, thereof (See Fig. 2 and 23 of Livingstone), which annular part is made of 
a resilient material (e.g. plastic: see column 2, lines 2-3). 
In Reference to Claim 7 

The pourer according to claim 6 (See rejection of claim 6 above), wherein 
the split comprises a gap of at least 20 degrees (See Fig. 2). 
In Reference to Claim 8 The pourer according to claim 5 (See rejection of 
claim 5 above), wherein, in the non-compressed position, the external diameter 
of an annular part is at least approximately 20 mm. (Diameters greater than 20 
mm are anticipated and they are taught to accommodate desired bottles, col. 1 1 , 
line 73 to col. 12, line 43) 
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In Reference to Claim 9 

The pourer according to claim 5 (See rejection of claim 5 above), wherein 
said annular part is provided with external ribs (289 and 286 of Fig. 29). 
In Reference to Claim 10 

The pourer according to claim 8 (See rejection of claim 8 above), wherein 
the annular part is provided with an elastomer sealing ring. (Beads 289 and 286 
are also sealing rings. See Fig. 29.) 
In Reference to Claim 13 

The pourer according to claim 6 (See rejection of claim 6 above), wherein 
one part is flared (198 after the free end). 
In Reference to Claim 15 

The pourer according to claim 1 is made from plastic material (See column 
2, lines 2-3 of Livingstone). 

6. Claims land 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 5,101,993 to Nairn et al. (Nairn et al.). 
Nairn et al. iva clips' 
In Reference to Claim 1 

Pourer (24) comprising a sleeve-shaped elongated body constructed at 
one end (lower end 30) for clamping introduction into the pouring facility (mouth 
35) of a container (12) and constructed at the other end (upper end 34) as a 
collector for liquid droplets (col. 3, lines 48-57), wherein a pouring section (44) is 
arranged in said other end, the free end (46) of said pouring section in the 
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pouring position protruding further than the free end (top of upper end 34) of the 
collector, wherein a collection channel (62) is delimited between said collector 
(28) and said pouring section (44), said collection channel having a transverse 
section (66 Fig. 6)) extending transversely with respect to the longitudinal axis 
(dashed line Fig. 1) of said elongated body and merging into a longitudinal 
section (at sidewalls of slot 70, Figs. 3-4) on either side, characterized in that the 
longitudinal section of the collection channel opens into the sleeve-shaped body 
(Fig. 4). 

In Reference to Claim 2 

Pourer according to Claim 1 (see rejection of claim 1 above), wherein said 
collector and pouring section comprise a single material part (molded as a single 
piece, col. 3, lines 16-19). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

8. Claims 5 and 1 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nairn et al. in view of US Patent No. 4,298,145 to lida (lida) 
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In Reference to Claim 5 

Nairn et al f&chsa pourer according to Claim 2 (see rejection of claim 2 
above), but does not show the end limit of the second edge is at an angle with 
respect to the longitudinal axis of said pourer, which angle is positive. 

lida teaches to provide an the end limit (pouring lip 5) of a second edge at 
an angle with respect to the longitudinal axis of a pourer (1 ), which angle is 
positive in order to minimize drip (col. 1, lines 45-46). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have included the pouring lip (5) of lida in the pourer of 
Nairn et al. in order to minimize drip as taught by lida. 
In Reference to Claim 1 1 
Nairn et al. as modified by lida teaches: 

Pourer according to Claim 5, wherein the free end (Nairn 73) of the annular part 
comprises a point extending in the longitudinal direction. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claim 3, 4, and 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The allowability of claim 
1 2 is predicated on correction of its dependency to claim 1 1 . 

10. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: no prior art could be found which reads on claim 3, 4, and 12. (Claim 3: 
a pourer according to claim 1 , wherein the cross-section of the channel gradually 
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decreases from the transverse section to the opening of the longitudinal section 
into the sleeve-shaped body. Claim 4: due to its dependence on claim 3. Claim 
12 (presumed to depend on claim 11) wherein from said point, said end limit of 
the annular part extends in a accordance with a spiral, with the longitudinal 
direction as core) 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Struble, and De Brock have been included because they 
are generally representative of prior art liquid dispensing fitments. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hyea Jung Choi, whose telephone number is 
571-270-5061 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kenneth Bomberg, can be reached at 571-272-4922. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private 
PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
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direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786 
9199 (in USA or Canada) or 571-272-1000. 
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